
Whitefield Infant School and Nursery 

Returning to School Managing Risk /  Action Plan (1/03/2021)  

Considerations Action 
Schools have not been shut 

 

Despite the news headlines, we know that the 

majority of schools have not been closed and 

many school staff have continued to work in 

schools, including during the school holidays. 

Furthermore, all of staff have continued to work 

providing education and support from home whilst 

home schooling their own children. Staff are 

going to start tired and this will impact on their 

ability to lead, manage and respond to change.  

For staff of young families and children or family 

to care for they will have had a very stressful 

time whilst working their full hours so may need 

some emotional support. 

 

Ensure staff meetings are given an opportunity to focus on wellbeing of staff and discuss any children of concern.  Staff are advised to leave school 

at 4pm (4:30pm at the very latest)  

 

Curriculum 

Our full broad and balanced curriculum will continue. 

 

English sessions- untaught content will be identified and planned for. 

 

Maths- untaught content will be identified and planned for.  

 

Reading  

Reading books and diaries- to be sent home every day and children to read 5-10 minutes a night.   

 

Water bottles- may be brought into school.  Individual cups will continue to be provided where necessary and washed in the dishwasher daily. 

 

Wellbeing 

Emotional support and wellbeing groups led by Miss Whittaker: 

 There will be 1:1, small group sessions as planned in class provision maps. 

Moving to remote learning  

Where specific and/or significant changes or 

restrictions need to be in place. 

- High levels of sickness 

- High rates of absence 

- Deep cleans 

-Move to remote learning 

-suspend mixing on all levels 

 

Coronavirus Organisational Actions – Moving to Remote Learning where necessary 

The Headteacher and Governor’s will make the decision to move to remote learning when it is deemed appropriate: 

 

- Increase of staff absence due to illness/stress and the knock on effect of not being able to cover internally. 

- Increase need to reduce further staff absence. 

- Increase in number of learners having to self-isolate due to a family member receiving a positive test. 

- Increase in staff members having to self-isolate due to a member of family receiving a positive test 

- Requirement to avoid having positive tests being reported leading up to and overlapping the holiday season thus preventing the 

procedure of contact tracing and notifying of staff. This would significantly impact on wellbeing of staff and Whitefield Infant School families 

during this time. The early closure will help alleviate potential infection spikes due to people not isolating over the holiday when they should be. 

-Learners and their parents are fully aware of how to access Remote Learning. Further information will be provided specifically to each year group 

on the learning that will take place.  

-Parents will follow the Remote Learning Policy and the Acceptable Use Policy in that they will need to ensure that learners access their learning on 

a daily basis. 

-Each year group will provide learners and their parents with a daily timetable of what needs to be completed. Family circumstances will differ, 

especially in households with more than one child, so parents will need to tweak times at home for when learning activities will be completed. 

 



Resources 

Learning packs will be sent home on at the earliest point should remote learning need to start with resources 

 

Children with SEND 

learners with SEN/d will have their learning tailored to their need. The members of staff assigned to the class will know the learner’s needs and 

appropriate learning will be set. 

 

Safeguarding 

-All members of staff will adhere to the code of conduct. When recording any lessons they will ensure that this is done in a neutral area in school 

where nothing personal or inappropriate can be seen or heard in the background. 

-Feedback to learning will be provided during normal school hours via email correspondence. 

-The Office Team or DSLs will make daily contact with all identified learners. These calls will be to ensure learners wellbeing. 

-Class team will call all children weekly for welfare calls. 

-Class teachers and TA’s will ensure that vulnerable learners have all that they need to access their learning on a daily basis. 

-Any safeguarding concerns will be reported immediately to a DSL and logged using school procedures (CPOMS) 

 

Free School Meals 

Families who are eligible for a Free School Meal will be provided with a hamper to collect from school during the remote learning period. 

 

Children who are isolating whilst school is open as normal 

Teachers will set work for the children that is similar to the work set for their class with similar objectives.  This can be activities set from Oak 

Academy.    

Face Coverings, Social Distancing in 

Classrooms, Playgrounds and Corridors 

Good hygiene practices will continue to followed throughout the school day. 

 

Staff must where at all possible continue to be at least 1 metre apart from the children. 

When moving around school, staff must wear face masks/visors at all times.  If staff are working with groups of children or supporting at child on a 

1:1 basis, face coverings must be worn. 

 

Breakfast and After School Club staff must wear face coverings at all times to reduce the risk working with groups of children. 

 

Welfare staff must also wear face masks and visors at all times. 

 

Children will regularly wash their hands, on entering school, after each session, before food etc. 

 

Break times-staff  

Staggered break times – see rota 

 

Children do not socially distance within their bubbles on the playgrounds but are kept away from other bubbles.  Each bubble has their own box of 

equipment. Through the use of cones- areas will be sectioned into safe zones for children to distance but still play.   

Lunchtimes 

EYFS – 11.30 

KS1  - 12pm 

 

Lunchtimes in the classroom – eat and play out in designated zone in the playground.  

 

 



Staff lunchtimes 

Please wear face masks in the staff rooms.  Remove face masks for eating only. 

 

Hand sanitiser must be used on entry and exit from the lunchtime rooms.  The doors and window should remain open to ensure ventilation and also so 

staff can see how many people are in already.   

 

Movement around school – the keep to the left message must be adhered to at all times.   

 

All staff will follow social distancing guidelines of at least 1metre within the classroom. 

 

Arrival at school and home time (entrances/exits follow one-way system) 

Staggered opening and closing times of school: - 

 
 

Parents/carers to wear face coverings/masks at drop off and collection. Staff will be visible at all entrances wearing visors.  SLT will be outside 

every afternoon to split groups of parents up who do not move quickly off school grounds.  This information has been shared with parents/carers. 

 

If siblings are brought together, they will be able to access their year group.  Teaching staff to be in their classrooms by 8:15am. 

 

Hands will be washed at outdoor sinks/hand sanitiser before entering school and also each time before the children leave their classroom. 

 

Only 1 familiar adult is to bring the children to school and pick up the children- no younger siblings where at all possible. Social distancing will be 

followed by parents/carers at drop off and home times Stickers on the footpath will highlight that there is a one-way system in place.  

 

Home/school agreement has been created in line with Covid-19 changes.  Parents will have to sign to support the changes. 

 

At the handover slots, staff and children will immediately wash their hands when they enter school and the same procedure for staff will be 

followed at the end of the day following collection. 

 

No contact with the school office will be needed and parents will be asked to ring instead. 

 

Appointments with staff can now be made over teams or phone calls. Staff to decide which they prefer and then arrange with parents.  Meetings 

may take place in school if social distancing measures are followed and face masks are worn by all parties.  

 

 



First Aid 

Staff from the year group bubble will carry out first aid treatment. Gloves, mask and apron (all disposable) will be worn so that treatment can be 

provided- each classroom will have a box of supplies. 

 

Intimate care 

The current procedures will be followed- masks, gloves and disposable aprons will be used.  These will then be disposed of in the same way- in the 

secure yellow bin in the disabled toilet. 

 

Illness 

If a child starts to display Corona virus symptoms or other illnesses, their parents will be called to collect.  Whilst this is happening, they will be 

taken to the AHT Office and sit with a member of staff.  Both staff and child will wear gloves and masks, the window and door will be open to 

provide best ventilation.  (Gloves and masks will be placed in here ready.)  Self-Isolation procedures will then be followed. Current guidance states 

that the member of staff who has been with the child does not need to go home- but follow handwashing procedures afterwards. 

If a member of staff is ill they will be immediately sent home.  If they are to unwell to drive, then a member of their family will be asked to collect 

them.  Self-Isolation procedures will then be followed. 

 

Sickness of any kind 

Children will be sent home immediately if they are unwell.  Parents/carers must be contactable.  The child must then be taken for a test and will not 

be able to return to school until a negative result is seen by office staff via email.  Parents/carers may use one of school’s tests with their child- 

they are responsible for doing the test not school staff.  Parents/carers must seal the test; school staff may then post them in the designated 

NHS Post-boxes around local area (NHUS sticker must be on the post-box.) 

Cleaning of the school 

 

Richcrest will be working their normal hours after school.  Masks will be worn at all times during cleaning sessions. 

 

At 1pm a focused clean of the school key touch points and toilets will take place.   

 

Ensure we have sufficient cleaning supplies in stock, hand soap, disinfectant etc-James/Philippa will continue to monitor cleaning supplies and also 

class boxes and order when required. 

 

At lunch time all tables, door handles, light switches etc will need to be disinfected in classrooms by the staff working in that classroom.   

 

Boxes of supplies will be stored in every classroom. 

 

Daily Cleaning  

 Empty Bins- classrooms/staffroom/toilets/offices/afterschool clubs/hall 

 Clean toilets – disabled/ after school club toilets/ staff – Backs of toilet doors 

 Tables and surfaces in hall/ offices/staff room/ afterschool club 

 Laptops wiped down- laptop trolley 

 Sports equipment/ Writing equipment – anything used by the children 

 Door handles – hall / afterschool club / PE cupboard/ outside on playground/office/staffroom/toilets/ doors – external and internal 

entrance and exit buttons 

 Alarm code buttons/ exit button 

 Photocopier 

 Hand rails on stairs 

 Mop floors – hall / after school / toilets 

 Washing Machine – cloths used must be washed everyday 

 



Cleaning Equipment: 

 Red Bucket – red/pink cloths – toilets 

 Blue bucket – blue cloths and sinks 

 Green Bucket – yellow cloths – tables /surfaces/ handles 

 Red mop bucket – floors – use disposable heads  

 

Staff social distancing 

Staff who are at very high risk and have 

received a letter. 

 have had an organ transplant 

 are having chemotherapy or antibody 

treatment for cancer, including 

immunotherapy 

 are having an intense course of 

radiotherapy (radical radiotherapy) for 

lung cancer 

 are having targeted cancer treatments 

that can affect the immune system 

(such as protein kinase inhibitors or 

PARP inhibitors) 

 have blood or bone marrow cancer (such 

as leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma) 

 have had a bone marrow or stem cell 

transplant in the past 6 months, or are 

still taking immunosuppressant medicine 

 have been told by a doctor that you 

have a severe lung condition (such as 

cystic fibrosis, severe asthma or severe 

COPD) 

 have a condition that means you have a 

very high risk of getting infections 

(such as SCID or sickle cell) 

 are taking medicine that makes you 

much more likely to get infections (such 

as high doses of steroids) 

 have a serious heart condition and 

you're pregnant 

  

Any further continuation of shielding requirements will be monitored and current Government guidance and Public Health England guidance will be 

followed. 

 

Advice will be sought about the people in the high risk category- By individual contacting their own GP or consultant.  Individual risk assessments will 

continue to staff who are deemed very high risk in September 2020/ Spring 2021. 

 

Follow advice in regards to PPE equipment for staff. 

 

 

We will need to consider the number of staff and where we meet for staff meetings – consideration to social distancing.  These will be done in small 

groups.  If needed These will be can be done using Teams.  

 

Pupils who are in the high risk categories will need careful consideration about how and when they return to school.  They will need individual risk 

assessments to be completed by SEND-Co and parents. 

 

 

 

Asymptomatic testing 

The majority of staff are now testing twice a week with results being shared with DFE and school. (Additional training, information booklet and risk 

assessment in place for this and has been shared with staff and governors.) 

 

 

Ventilation 

Each class room door and windows need to be open at all times.  Children may bring a hoody into school if they are feeling cold so that they are not 

sat learning in their coats. (Class team discretion with this.)  

Where possible PE must take place outside.  However, if the weather is challenging or gymnastic equipment is needed, then the hall door and 

windows must be open.  

 

 



You may be at high risk from coronavirus if you: 

 are 70 or older 

 are pregnant 

 have a learning disability 

 have a lung condition that's not severe 

(such as asthma, COPD, emphysema or 

bronchitis) 

 have heart disease (such as heart 

failure) 

 have high blood pressure 

(hypertension)- not medicated 

 have diabetes 

 have chronic kidney disease 

 have liver disease (such as hepatitis) 

 have a condition affecting your brain or 

nerves (such as Parkinson's 

disease, motor neurone disease, multiple 

sclerosis, or cerebral palsy) 

 have a problem with your spleen or have 

had your spleen removed  

 have a condition that means you have a 

high risk of getting infections (such as 

HIV, lupus or scleroderma) 

 are taking medicine that can affect 

your immune system (such as low doses 

of steroids) 

 are very obese (a BMI of 40 or above) 

Don’t pretend that everything is normal 

For many of us, adults and children, the return to 

school will be greeted with a huge sigh of relief 

and we will want to pretend that the world is 

returning to how it was, but we will all have been 

changed by the experience of Corona. It will take 

time for us to adjust to the ‘new’ normal. We will 

need to recognise and allow for this by being kind 

to each other and ourselves. 

 

This will be actioned during Staff meetings and class collective worship.  All staff and children will be reminded that we will take our time to return 

to the ‘new normal’ and it will be done in a holistic way.  If we acknowledge the huge historical event, we lived through and report that we can allow 

ourselves to blend back in to the new normal when all parties show they are ready. This will be reviewed daily by SLT and weekly by all staff. 

If wellbeing is cared for the children will hit the ground running when they are ready and make up the lost learning relatively quickly as evidenced in 

other countries. WELLBEING continue to be the priority for Spring term 2021 as it was for the Autumn term. 

 

 



Re-establishing routines 

For many the re-establishment of routines will be 

difficult. This will not just be for school routines; 

it will also be for those basic daily life routines, 

such as sleep and getting up. We know that this is 

difficult and a source of anxiety at the beginning 

of every term, but this will be on a larger scale. 

We will need to allow a period of adjustment and 

be aware of the impact of trying to      re-

establish these routines for staff, parents and 

children. We will need to re-learn the rhythm of 

the school. 

 

 

It is important for the transition back to school to involve a routine being put in place swiftly as children prefer routine and it gives them a sense of 

comfort. However, some families may struggle and it is important for the school to acknowledge this and offer help where needed.  

 

 

Children will have been eating at very odd times and may be hungrier –The free fruit programme has continued for the whole school. 

 

 

 

Re-establishing expectations (Behaviour focus) 

We are aware that different people will have had 

very different experiences during the lockdown. 

Some will have been in school throughout, though 

for them school will have been a very different 

place. The majority of children will have been at 

home and each of them will have had their own 

experience. It will take time to re-establish and 

re-learn the expectations of school behaviour and 

learning. We know that much of learning is based 

on practice and we will all be out of practice with 

this. 

 

 

The key here is re-establishing behaviour expectations, how we speak to each other, how we treat each other and our attitude to being in school.  

The learning will happen when this is all established. 

Daily talks with the class by Erica to remind them all is well, creating a safe environment, reminding them they are loved and cared for. With this 

they are reminded of respect for each other, love for each other and what that looks like again, thus re-creating the ethos and culture we had.  

This will move on to attitude to learning. 

 

Our behaviour policy and procedures will continue to be followed.  These may need reiterating to children as they haven’t been in school for many 

months. 

 

Differences in learning 

Across schools there will be a huge range in what 

learning children have engaged in while not in 

school. There will be children who have spent 

every day, including the holidays, engaged in 

formal learning activities and completed every 

piece of work set by the school. Equally, there will 

be children who have not engaged in any focused 

learning activity for the entire time they were 

not in school. Most children will come somewhere 

in between. We will need to respond to what 

children have learnt, not what we expected them 

to have learnt. We will need to understand what 

children have learnt and what they have 

forgotten.  

Even more, those who have been a carer for a sick 

relative or dealt with grief for someone they 

couldn’t see. This learning and possible trauma is 

not on the curriculum but will be key to who our 

children are.  

 

Assessing learning: We will do this informally, the main focus will be on focus on re-building relationships and exacerbate the anxieties about 

restarting formal schooling. It will be more important to value and celebrate what children have learnt. The teachers will spend time allowing the 

children to ‘show and tell’ what they have been doing, what they have learned and what their lives have been like over the lockdown. We can then 

assess them academically as well as socially and emotionally. 

 

Key to this is celebration and recognition, will be to remember that much of what children may have learnt will be very different to ‘school learning’ 

and certainly not on the curriculum.  

 

Teachers’ responses will be key to how children are able to reintegrate into school and the people that they will become. 



Exclusion 

For many schools there is divisions between 

access to learning during the lock down for 

different children.  

Successful accessing of learning from home 

depends on many factors. As children become 

older, they may become more independent in their 

learning. But for the majority of children, 

learning will depend on the role of parent as 

‘teacher’. This depends on parental skills, interest 

and commitment. It is further impacted by the 

parents’ work commitments, educational and 

language levels. Further there are issues of space 

to learn, as well as access to physical and online 

resources.  

 

 

Some children may feel they have missed out.  We must acknowledge that this may not have been their fault that they did not manage to carry out 

much ‘learning’. 

 

Whilst we will celebrate the ‘learning’ online/ through our packs, we will also look at what children are doing to entertain themselves, how they have 

shown resilience, patience and kindness at home so as not to discriminate against the children who have not been able to do much work online.   

We can celebrate the new learning experiences they may have had at home, helping Dad to put up a TV, helping mum to decorate a room. 

We can celebrate the work they have done with local groups i.e. scouts, guides, dance groups. 

Difference between those who have been on 

site and those who have not 

There will be significant differences for children 

who have and have not been on the school site 

during the lock down. It would be wrong to 

assume that those who have been in school are 

OK. We need to remember that these are our 

most vulnerable families.  

As we have only had a few children attend our 

child care we can easily support their transition 

when their year groups are back in school.  They 

will be very comfortable with no social distancing, 

attending school and not worried about ‘catching’ 

something more than the children who have 

stayed home for months constantly being 

reminded they cannot go outside. The children 

will have had very different messages and 

experiences, but not necessarily academically 

different. 

 

We will ensure we use their experience to highlight to children that it is safe in school as long as we wash our hands, keep some distance and use a 

tissue to sneeze or cough.  The children will be proof that it can be done and we can use them which will be lovely for them as they may feel hard 

done by for having to go to school. This will allow us to celebrate their achievements with going to school and keeping safe. 

They can model to the other children how they kept safe and still managed to have a great time playing and learning. 

Safeguarding 

Domestic Abuse 

We will need to be really vigilant about children 

who have experienced abuse during the lock down. 

There has been a significant rise in domestic 

abuse during the lock down. Many children will 

have suffered significant harm during this time. 

We need to be aware of this as a possibility for 

all our children, not just the ones we had 

identified as vulnerable. 

 

 

As always we are dedicated to creating a safe environment for all children and allow them many regular opportunities to talk about their 

experiences. 

 

We will need to ensure that children have safe spaces to talk about their experiences during the lockdown. We will need to ensure that all children 

have access to trusted adults who will listen them and are ready and trained to respond to them effectively. This will be 1:1, small group sessions and 

whole class. Nurture groups will be of upmost importance – children must be allowed to attend their group.   This will need to be planned for with 

class teachers and Sarah 

 

 

 



Online abuse 

In addition, we need to be aware of the threats 

and possible abuse that children may have 

experienced online during this time. There are 

increased risks from adults and the exposure to 

harmful images and threats.  

Online bullying 

Further, as the lock down has forced more and 

more of children’s social lives to move online, we 

need to be aware of the increased risk of online 

peer on peer abuse. 

 

As always any concerns or disclosures will be logged on CPOMs and shared with DSLs. 

 

We need to remember that it may take a long time for children to reveal any abuse. They may communicate it through behaviour and other 

indicators, rather than through disclosure. All staff need to be aware of this and able to respond appropriately and immediately.  We are not to 

assume poor behaviour is due to being back in school but could be the child trying to communicate a frustration.  

 

 

Bereavement  

It is essential that we are clear with children who 

has died and who has not returned to our setting 

for some other reason- house moves, job changes, 

parents deciding to continue with home education, 

etc. This will need to be discussed, or children 

and social media will build up rumours and stories 

that will be neither helpful or healthy.  

Even for those who have not experienced a death 

in their family or community, any illness will 

become a greater source of anxiety as the link 

between illness and death will have been 

reinforced in a way that was not common 

experience in twenty first century Britain. This 

will lead to more anxiety and may make many 

children (and adults) more risk adverse. 

 

 

As a school family we are transparent about any changes that have occurred. This will be covered during a class worship session. 

 

The school will take time to look at how many people recovered from the illness due to the skills and care of the NHS, the money that was raised to 

support them, the encouragement given by the nation (clapping) and find a way to let them know how thankful we are.  The children can come up with 

a way to share the message to NHS but also the great success of this number to the community and be a voice of celebration. 

 

Staff will refer to Erica where a child has experienced bereavement and 1:1 sessions will be planned in to support the child.  Phone calls will be made 

by Erica to support families if needed.  

 

 

Sensory needs 

Many children will be looking forward to the 

return to school but will find being around people 

difficult, frightening and overwhelming, 

particularly if we move rapidly from social 

distancing to a return to school. We will need to 

be aware of this and support it. For some children 

this will be exacerbated by a fear of people in 

general. Having experienced weeks, or even 

months, of social distancing, children will have 

received an implicit message that other people 

are dangerous. Further, their experience of other 

people, beyond their immediate family, within 

their personal space will have been limited. For 

many the hustle and bustle, movement and number 

of people in school will be difficult. We need to 

be aware that many will express their sensory 

 

We will be aware of any sensory issues being highlighted and it is imperative that there is control in walking, gathering etc.  Calm and orderly, quiet 

where necessary but always quiet space available.  Many children will be used to quiet now and alone time and may crave it. Staff will use the 

intervention rooms and hall for separating children out, creating small calm group work- only as and when numbers increase.  Again the same 

procedures regarding seating arrangements and cleaning will apply. 

 

Children will be made aware this could be an issue and should speak with a member of staff if they feel they need some down time. 

 

Many children have not been in a room with more than a few people for months and life has probably been very quiet, so the classroom will seem very 

noisy. Staff must ensure the level of noise is kept low where possible, but where it is not then always reminding children where the quiet spaces are. 

 

All staff to be vigilant, looking for signs of stress. 



issues and anxieties about the proximity of 

others physically.  

 

Separation anxieties  

The majority of children will have become use to 

being with their parents and immediate family for 

an extended period. Even for those who are 

excited to regain their freedom and see their 

friends, this is a potential source of anxiety. 

There will be children who struggle with this 

separation and experience anxiety while they are 

in school, particularly where their family includes 

key workers or those going back to work in 

crowded spaces.  

 

 

Many children separate from their families easily every day, but in normal circumstances some do not.  Staff know who those children are, however, 

now there may be many more who do not want to leave their family, because: 

 They can keep their family safe if they are with them 

 They can see that the family are ok if they stay home 

 They will miss them 

 They don’t want to be surrounded by lots of people 

 They don’t want the stress of formal learning again 

to name but a few reasons. 

Staff will constantly reassure the children that the family are safe, all working, shopping etc just as we would when a child shows these anxieties. If 

needed staff can call parents midday to check in and reassure the child they have spoken to family and all is well.   

For children particularly distressed we can arrange for children/parent to talk in the middle of the day. 

Special needs  

The impact of all these issues will be even 

greater for those with special needs. Their 

learning will have been impacted as will issues of 

being or not being in school, managing change, 

routines and anxieties. There will be particular 

issues with managing transitions into school and 

where there is a change of setting. 

 

 

For most of our SEND children the biggest hurdle will be expectations of behaviour, establishing routine again and reassuring them that all is ok. 

The class will need a visual timetable (in some format) every morning to reassure the children how the day will look. 

The class will need excellent behaviour management using positive reinforcement as many children will have forgotten how to behave (shouting out, 

talking over each other, poor language). 

 

Children will not remember how to behave immediately and may take a couple of weeks to get those good habits back, so patience will be a virtue! 

 

Uniform and PE Kits  

 

 

All children will wear uniform as normal. 

 

PE kits (white T-Shirts, black jogging bottoms and trainers) will be worn on designated PE days.  (Children will come to school wearing for the Spring 

term)   

 
 

PE sessions will start again with Dave  (own risk assessment in place.) Tuesday-Thursday  

Support for staff 

As school communities we will need to support our 

staff, including those who have experienced loss 

and trauma. Some will have been in school without 

a real break throughout the crisis, while others 

may have been working exclusively from home. 

Others will not have been working at all. We need 

to allow ourselves time to rebuild and reform our 

school communities.  

 

Governors will need to focus on wellbeing of staff.   

 

Accurate data is from December 2020. Many children will not have moved forward in their learning and therefore it may take up to 18 months to 

recover.  Formal assessment will not take place in the Spring term at all and data will be collected on 5th July with pupil progress meetings following 

this to support transition into next year group after the Summer. 

 

Wellbeing days are now part of our school life and these will continue.  

 



We need to consider particularly the stress 

Headteachers have faced and their need for 

support. Many have made difficult decisions and 

had to respond to a barrage of government 

guidance which often has been less than clear. 

There is a clear role for governors to support all 

their staff, particularly school leaders. 

 

The focus will be on assessing children, supporting children and creating the correct healthy environment so that when children are ready to learn 

they will fly. 

 

No members of staff have had any experience of the last few months and so are not well equipped to inform, advise or manage the situation without 

some form of doubt.  Governors must accept there will be some ‘feeling our way’ based on what we know about how children learn, how we know our 

families and from DFE / Safeguarding/ Educational psychologist advice. 

 

The Governors will need to ensure all their communication with staff is relating to children’s and adult’s wellbeing during the first term back. 

 

The return to school will undoubtedly offer the DSL and DDSL many new disclosures to deal with, stressed and emotional parents and this will take 

a lot of time as well as cause emotional upset for the staff.  Staff will be offered supervision from Andrea Glynn, schools safeguarding. 

 

Relationships  

Key to all of this is going to be re-building 

relationships. We need to be aware that this will 

not happen overnight. We need to give ourselves 

time and be kind. We will also need to address 

that many children have just spent months in only 

the company of their parent/s and will struggle to 

separate for a while. They have not played with 

friends or had to compromise. This may cause 

tension as friends play games with rules.  

 

 

Ensure all playing is supervised and scaffolded, at every opportunities reminding children how we play together, compromise, share and work 

together just as we did before. 

Rewards used all the time to positively promote the characteristics we seek to see. 

Some children will have reverted back to more immature behaviour and we ask that staff are patient with this and remind the children how we speak 

at school without reprimand.  

 

 

We all entered the profession because we care about our children and their safety.  If a younger child needs comforting or are visibly upset, please 

continue to distance where at all possible.  If coats need fastening, shoelaces need tying etc.- please do so if the child can’t do it and then follow 

hygiene safety by washing hands.  

 

Attendance 

We will need to consider what if parents do not 

want their children to return until September. 

 

What if a child has an underlying health 

condition? 

We need to realise that this will have been a very difficult time for parents and they will be apprehensive about sending their children back.   

 

Covid-19 newsletter shared with parents/carers, on the school website and school app. 

 

Parents/carers will know that attendance is mandatory from September 2020 onwards and now March 2021. 

Collective Worship  Class based collective worship will take place daily  as usual. 

Mondays at 9am- JS to lead assembly over teams 

Celebration assembly for whole school will take place on Fridays at 9am over teams.  

Educational Visits  There will be no educational visits and staff to use our wonderful outdoor learning environment for enhancing curriculum experiences for our 

children.  This will then be reviewed at Easter for in the Summer term. 

 

Visitors into school to enhance learning are allowed as long as they follow as strict hygiene guidelines and social distance themselves from other 

staff members.  They will also need to have their own risk assessment. 

Interventions  Will continue to take place in class teams.   

 

Contingency planning (if local and national 

lockdowns are introduced) 

Class email is now set up and used in all year groups in the event of full lockdown or if remote learning needed.  

Weekly emails and phone calls will be in place in class bubbles close. 

Remote learning packs planned 

Contingency plans in place- see remote learning policy and plan. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


